What you need to know
about sponsoring a child through AMPO International:

Sending letters
We would ask you to send any letters direct to our office in
Berlin. In the interest of protecting the children we will open
the letters first. This is to ensure that the contents are not
culturally ambiguous in a Burkinabé context, nor inappropriate for children and young people.
We will make every effort to forward your letters as quickly as
possible to the children. For instance, we will ask the many
people travelling to Burkina Faso to take the letters with them
or we will collect the letters and send them as a DHL package.
For the following reasons, we would ask you not to send gifts
to the children:
Unfortunately there have been cases in the past of inappropriate presents being addressed to the children. This was a
major challenge, both for us and for our local staff, since every

parcel had to be inspected. On top of that, the logistics and
transport costs to send a container to Burkina Faso have
increased dramatically owing to the global political situation.
For these reasons we decided only to transport by container
those items that are urgently required. (Further details can be
found on our website under “Donations in kind“).
To ensure that your sponsored child receives a Christmas or
birthday present nevertheless, presents in future will be
purchased locally by the educators in Ouagadougou. They
know best about the wishes and needs of the children and we
are also doing something to boost the local economy.
We would be grateful therefore if you would agree to increasing your sponsorship contribution by €20.00 per year, which
we would then forward to AMPO.

Planing a visit?
Dear sponsors and sponsor families,
You want to provide long-term support for a child in Burkina Faso. The reality
of everyday life for children in Africa and children in Europe is extremely
different and there are many questions some of which you may have asked
yourselves already. These guidelines are based on frequently asked questions
to facilitate your access the world of your sponsored child. If you have any
further questions we are here to help you. Call our office or send an email.
Your AMPO International team

Many sponsors have visited their children in the orphanages in the

you where they sleep and take you round the premises. There are

past few years. We encourage these visits and we now have the

specific visiting hours for guests so as to avoid disrupting the daily

possibility at AMPO to accommodate visitors in simple guest rooms.

routine in the orphanages. We would be glad to discuss dates and the

If you are planning a trip please get in touch. We can provide you with

best times for you to visit.

travel tips and further information for your visit. The children are

We hope this answers some of the immediate questions you may

rather shy when meeting their sponsors, but they are happy to show

have and we will gladly provide further information at any time. Just
contact the team at our office:

Tel: 030 - 6416 5504 (Berlin)
info@ampo-intl.org

Wishing you joy and happiness in sponsoring,
Your AMPO International office team.

Contact in Burkina Faso Contact in Germany
for children in Burkina Faso

A.M.P.O. Managré Nooma
Name des Kindes
01 BP 3144
Ouagadougou 01 Burkina Faso
orampo@fasonet.bf

AMPO International e.V.
Blücherstraße 41
10961 Berlin
info@ampo-intl.org

Exchange of letters
The exchange of letters between you and your opus they have taken great pains to compose,
sponsored child is a great opportunity for both to get especially since they find it difficult to write letters.
to know each other and to establish a link between You don’t have to reply in French. We will translate
two very different worlds.

your letters to the children and vice versa, if you let

As sponsors you hope no doubt that you can exchan- us know. We try to send a photo of the child you
ge information and find out more about the lives of have sponsored at least once a year for you to see
the children and young people and gain an impressi- how he / she is developing.
on of the individual ‘s personality, living environment
and activities. For the children this is often a major
challenge. First, French is not the mother tongue of
any of the children. The children speak their own
native language. French is the official language and is
often only learned when a child comes to AMPO and
goes to school. Chatting freely, especially in writing,
is therefore impossible for most children and they
tend to resort to what we regard as stiff platitudes.
That is why many of the smaller children attach their
own drawings to their letters, which are often more
informative about how they see the world than
anything they can express in writing.

How do the AMPO children think
and what do they expect?

The educators often help them to write their letters.
Writing about feelings and personal thoughts is out
of the ordinary and alien to them. One on one verbal

The AMPO children and indeed the majority of children in Burkina

communication plays an important social role – not

Faso have no idea of the way we live and how we tick. They think we

only because many people cannot read or write.

live in some sort of paradise where everyone is immeasurably rich

Nevertheless, receiving letters from sponsors is a

and there is no such thing as poverty and need. Naturally, as

great honour for the children and they take great

sponsors you are also subject to these clichés.

pleasure in responding to them.

In addition, terms like “give” and “take” have completely different

In addition, in Burkinabé society there is a strict

meanings in Burkina Faso as in most countries in West Africa. Giving

hierarchy that is defined on the basis of criteria such

is the obvious duty of the person who has, and taking or asking is

as social standing, age and family circumstances.

seen as a perfectly natural right and thus free of any negative

They are made manifest in corresponding expressi-

connotation like brazenness or presumption. Particularly those who

ons of respect and in behaviour. This means that

are well off have a positive onus of duty to support, especially in

anything really private is rarely or never expressed in

material terms, anyone in need who is in any way related to them.

ed child is asked what it would like, it could ask for a motor scooter

letters.

Now just imagine the wishes, demands and expectations that are

or a trip abroad, just as easily as a ballpoint pen. So please do not

So, please don’t be too disappointed if you “only”

awakened in a Burkinabé child when it learns that it has a sponsor

promise them anything you may not be able to provide and that

receive a rather formal account of the latest trip, the

abroad.

includes education abroad or a trip to Europe. Our goal is to enable

holidays or some celebration in you next letter. From

Together with the educators in the orphanages we try of course to

the children to have a viable future in Burkina Faso and to protect

the children’s perspective there are often disappoint-

match these to reality. Nevertheless it may happen that if a sponsor-

them from disappointment.

ments if they have to wait months for a reply to the

